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Colons and Semicolons

Use a semicolon to suggest a stronger pause than 

a comma indicates. A semicolon may also serve in 

place of a period.

Choose the sentence that uses a colon or semicolon 
incorrectly. 

A. I need the following items: crayons, markers, and 

paper.

B. We went to the park; and had a picnic afterwards.

C. The teacher said: "Let's start our reading time!"

A. The teacher asked: "Who finished their project 

early?"

B. I packed my lunch; an apple, a sandwich, and 

some carrots.

C. Sarah couldn't decide between two activities; 

swimming or hiking.
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Use a semicolon to suggest a stronger pause than 

a comma indicates. A semicolon may also serve in 

place of a period.

Choose the sentence that uses a colon or semicolon 
incorrectly. 

A. I need the following items: crayons, markers, and 

paper.

B. We went to the park; and had a picnic afterwards.

C. The teacher said: "Let's start our reading time!"

A. The teacher asked: "Who finished their project 

early?"

B. I packed my lunch; an apple, a sandwich, and 

some carrots.

C. Sarah couldn't decide between two activities; 

swimming or hiking.
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