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Comparing means to look for things that are the same.
Contrasting means to look for things that are different. 

Compare and Contrast

Read both paragraphs. Then use the VennDiogram to compare 
and contrast them.

Passage 1: Abraham Lincoln 
as a Leader
Abraham Lincoln is often 
remembered as one of the 
greatest leaders in American 
history. As the 16th President 
of the United States, he 
guided the nation through its 
most challenging time, the 
Civil War. Lincoln’s 
leadership was marked by his 
calm demeanor, incredible 
patience, and ability to 
inspire others. He strongly 
believed in preserving the 
Union and worked tirelessly 
to abolish slavery. His 
famous Gettysburg Address 
emphasized equality and the 
importance of democracy, 
which inspired generations to 
come.

Passage 2: Abraham 
Lincoln’s Struggles
Abraham Lincoln’s life was 
filled with personal and 
professional struggles. Born 
into a poor family, he had 
little formal education and 
taught himself by reading 
borrowed books. As a young 
man, he faced several 
business failures and lost 
multiple elections before 
becoming President. During 
the Civil War, Lincoln dealt 
with immense pressure, 
criticism, and personal losses, 
including the death of his 
young son. Despite these 
hardships, he remained 
determined and achieved 
monumental success in 
keeping the country united.
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Significance

Determination and 
Resilience

Passage 1: Abraham Lincoln 
as a Leader

Passage 2: Abraham 
Lincoln’s Struggles
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Compare and Contrast



Name Date

Compare and Contrast – Answer Key

Achievements

Historical 
Significance

Determination and 
Resilience

Passage 1: Abraham Lincoln 
as a Leader

Passage 2: Abraham 
Lincoln’s Struggles
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Achievements

Historical 
Significance

Determination and 
Resilience

Lincoln’s leadership 
qualities like 
calmness and 
patience.

The Gettysburg 
Address and its 
lasting impact on 
democracy.

Lincoln’s ability to 
inspire and unite 
people.

Lincoln’s lack of 
formal education 
and early hardships.

Personal losses, 
like the death of his 
son

Lincoln’s 
perseverance 
despite criticism 
and challenges.

Both 
recognize 
his 
determina
tion and 
achievem
ents.


