
Name Date

Common Nouns and Proper Nouns

A common noun is a word 

used to describe a general 

person, place, or thing.

Examples: author, continent,

country

A proper noun identifies a 

specific person, place, or 

thing by name. It always 

begin with a capital letter. 

Examples: Noah Webster,

North America

fruit

apple peach

teacher

Ms. Bright

animal

penguin

country

China

food
pizza

name

Hamilton

Eliza

Circle the proper nouns and underline the common
nouns.
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United States
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Common Nouns and Proper Nouns – Answer Key

fruit

apple peach

Ms. Bright

animal
country

China

food
pizza

name

Hamilton

Eliza

A proper noun identifies a 

specific person, place, or 

thing by name. It always 

begin with a capital letter. 

Examples: Noah Webster,

North America

United States
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Circle the proper nouns and underline the common
nouns.

teacher

penguin

A common noun is a word 

used to describe a general 

person, place, or thing.

Examples: author, continent,

country


