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Greek and Latin Roots

Many English words contain roots derived from other
languages, such as Greek and Latin. Roots can help to
determine the meaning of unknown words.

Example:

Root Origin Meaning Words
port Latin carry transport
tru Old English | faithful truthful
meter Greek measure perimeter

1. Match the word with its root and definition.
Word Root a.md Definition
Meaning
philanthropy auto(self) charity work
order of
chronology therm(heat) events
autonomy hydr(water) self-rule
hydraulic chron(time) uses water
force
measures
thermometer sym(same)
temperature
symmetry phil(love) balanced
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2. Complete each sentence using a word from part 1.

1. The historian studied the of ancient
events.

2. The country declared and began governing
itself.

3. Her efforts to help others showed true

4. The bridge uses a system to lift heavy
loads.

5. The nurse used a to check the patient's
fever.

6. The artist’s painting displayed perfect

3. Make two sentences using the words from part 1.
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Many English words contain roots derived from other
languages, such as Greek and Latin. Roots can help to
determine the meaning of unknown words.

Example:

Root Origin Meaning Words
port Latin carry transport
tru Old English | faithful truthful
meter Greek Mmeasure perimeter

1. Match the word with its root and definition.

Root and

Word Meani Definition
eaning
philanthropy auto(self) charity work
order of
chronolo therm(heat
% (heat) events
autonomy hydr(water) self-rule
hydraulic chron(time) uses water
force
measures
thermometer sym(same)
temperature
symmetry phil(love) balanced

proportions
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2. Complete each sentence using a word from part 1.

1. The historian studied the _chronology of ancient
events.

2. The country declared _autonomy and began governing
itself.

3. Her efforts to help others showed true _Philanthropy.

4. The bridge uses a hydraulic system to lift heavy
loads.

5. The nurse used a _thermometer to check the patient's
fever.

6. The artist’s painting displayed perfect _symmetry

3. Make two sentences using the words from part 1.

The nurse used a thermometer to check my temperature

when | wasn't feeling well.

The butterfly's wings have beautiful symmetry, making

them look perfectly balanced.



