
Name Date

Good writers choose words that say exactly what they 
mean. Many words have synonyms, or words that have 
similar meanings. You can consult a thesaurus for 
synonyms. Then arrange the words on a synonym scale 
to show how they relate.
Example: 

Choose the most appropriate word to fill in the blank. 

V
O
C
A
B
U
LA

RY
ST

RA
TE

G
Y

W
O
RK

SH
EE

T

strong intense forceful powerful

The hungry dog quickly ______ down its food without 
even tasting it.

The balloon suddenly ______ when it floated too 
close to a sharp tree branch.

Emma felt ______ when she found out she would be 
getting a puppy for her birthday.

The sunset over the mountains was so ______ that 
everyone stopped to take pictures.

A. chew B. chomp C. gobble

A. burst B. pop C. explode

A. happy B. thrilled C. ecstatic

A. pretty B. exquisite C. stunning

1.

2.

3.

4.

Shades of Meanings



Name Date

Shades of Meanings – Answer Key

Good writers choose words that say exactly what they 
mean. Many words have synonyms, or words that have 
similar meanings. You can consult a thesaurus for 
synonyms. Then arrange the words on a synonym scale 
to show how they relate.
Example: 

Choose the most appropriate word to fill in the blank. 

V
O
C
A
B
U
LA

RY
ST

RA
TE

G
Y

W
O
RK

SH
EE

T

strong intense forceful powerful

The hungry dog quickly ______ down its food without 
even tasting it.

The balloon suddenly ______ when it floated too 
close to a sharp tree branch.

Emma felt ______ when she found out she would be 
getting a puppy for her birthday.

The sunset over the mountains was so ______ that 
everyone stopped to take pictures.

A. chew B. chomp C. gobble

A. burst B. pop C. explode

A. happy B. thrilled C. ecstatic

A. pretty B. exquisite C. stunning
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