
Name Date

Unknown Antonyms in Context

Antonyms are words with opposite meanings. In a sentence, 

certain words or phrases—such as but, however, although, 

and yet—signal a strong contrast between ideas before and 

after them. These contrast words help us understand the 

relationship between two parts of the sentence, which can 

be used to figure out the meaning of an unknown word.
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Infer the meaning of the bold word in each sentence.

1. While Sarah was ecstatic about the trip, her brother was 
miserable.

2. The dessert was decadent, but the salad was plain.

3. Though the movie was tedious, the book was 
captivating.

4. Lisa was meticulous about her homework, yet her 
brother was careless.

A. bored B. unhappy 

C. overjoyed D. energetic

A. boring B. rich

C. healthy D. refreshing

A. engaging B. long

C. boring D. slow

A. hard-working B. messy

C. detailed D. lazy



Name Date

Unknown Antonyms in Context – Answer Key

Antonyms are words with opposite meanings. In a sentence, 

certain words or phrases—such as but, however, although, 

and yet—signal a strong contrast between ideas before and 

after them. These contrast words help us understand the 

relationship between two parts of the sentence, which can 

be used to figure out the meaning of an unknown word.
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Infer the meaning of the bold word in each sentence.

1. While Sarah was ecstatic about the trip, her brother was 
miserable.

2. The dessert was decadent, but the salad was plain.

3. Though the movie was tedious, the book was 
captivating.

4. Lisa was meticulous about her homework, yet her 
brother was careless.

A. bored B. unhappy 

C. overjoyed D. energetic

A. boring B. rich

C. healthy D. refreshing

A. engaging B. long

C. boring D. slow

A. hard-working B. messy

C. careful D. lazy


