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Analyze Problem and Solution Relationships

In many stories or texts, authors followed the problem-
solution structure to push the development of the story and 
engaged readers. The problem is something that goes wrong 
or creates a challenge, while the solution is how the problem 
is solved.
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Read each story carefully. Identify the problem and how it 
was solved. 

Emma's Lost Backpack
Emma was walking home from school when she realized she 
had left her backpack in the classroom. She was worried 
because her homework was inside, and it was due the next day. 
First, she tried calling her teacher, but no one answered. Then, 
she asked her mom if they could go back to the school, but the 
building was already closed. Finally, Emma decided to wake up 
early the next morning and get to school before class started. 
She found her backpack in her classroom, and her homework 
was safe!
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Problem

Solution



Name Date

Problem and Solution Relationships – Answer Key

In many stories or texts, authors followed the problem-

solution structure to push the development of the story and 
engaged readers. The problem is something that goes wrong 
or creates a challenge, while the solution is how the problem 
is solved.
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Read each story carefully. Identify the problem and how it 

was solved. 

Emma's Lost Backpack

Emma was walking home from school when she realized she 
had left her backpack in the classroom. She was worried 
because her homework was inside, and it was due the next day. 
First, she tried calling her teacher, but no one answered. Then, 
she asked her mom if they could go back to the school, but the 
building was already closed. Finally, Emma decided to wake up 
early the next morning and get to school before class started. 
She found her backpack in her classroom, and her homework 
was safe!

Problem

Event 1 Event 2 Event 3

Solution

Emma forgot her backpack in the classroom 

and needed it for her homework.

She tried calling 

her teacher, but no 

one answered.

She asked her mom 

to go back to school, 

but the building was 

closed.

She decided to 

wake up early and 

go to school before 

class started.

Emma found her backpack in the classroom 

the next morning.


