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Make Connections to Compare

Read the text below. Make connections using the questions 
provided, and draw the theme of the text. The answer varies.
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Making connections is a strategy to help readers better 
understand a text by comparing it to their own experiences 
(text to self), events in the real world (text to world), or other 
texts they’ve read (text to text). By making these 
connections, readers can see similarities or differences that 
help them understand the author’s message or theme.

A Brave Little Bird
One day, a small bird named Ruby noticed that her nest had fallen 
from the tree during a storm. She needed to rebuild it quickly 
before nightfall. Ruby flew to find sticks and leaves, but the wind 
was strong and kept blowing them away. Ruby remembered how 
she had watched her mother build a nest by weaving sticks tightly 
together. She worked hard and didn’t give up. By evening, Ruby had 
built a strong nest that wouldn’t blow away, and she felt proud of 
her hard work.

Text to Self: Have you ever worked hard to solve a problem, like 
Ruby? 

Text to World: Can you think of a time when people had to rebuild 
something after a disaster? 

Text to Text: Have you read another story about someone who 
didn’t give up?
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Make Connections to Compare – Answer Key

Read the text below. Make connections using the questions 
provided, and draw the theme of the text. The answer varies.
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Making connections is a strategy to help readers better 
understand a text by comparing it to their own experiences 
(text to self), events in the real world (text to world), or other 
texts they’ve read (text to text). 

A Brave Little Bird
One day, a small bird named Ruby noticed that her nest had fallen 
from the tree during a storm. She needed to rebuild it quickly 
before nightfall. Ruby flew to find sticks and leaves, but the wind 
was strong and kept blowing them away. Ruby remembered how 
she had watched her mother build a nest by weaving sticks tightly 
together. She worked hard and didn’t give up. By evening, Ruby had 
built a strong nest that wouldn’t blow away, and she felt proud of 
her hard work.

1. Text to Self: Have you ever worked hard to solve a problem, 
like Ruby? 

2. Text to World: Can you think of a time when people had to 
rebuild something after a disaster? 

3. Text to Text: Have you read another story about someone who 
didn’t give up?

Yes, once I had to fix my bike after the chain came off. It was 
hard at first, but I kept trying, and I felt proud when I fixed it.

After a hurricane, people rebuilt their homes. They worked 
together to make the community strong again.

A girl learned to swim even though she was scared of water. 
She practiced every day and finally succeeded.


