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Mark and his friends went to 

the beach to clean up trash. They 

picked up plastic bottles, food 

wrappers, and other litter. After a 

few hours, the beach looked clean, 

and Mark felt proud of their hard 

work.

Choose the best summary of each passage.

To summarize means to tell the most important parts of a 
story or text in a short way. A summary includes the main 
idea and key details, but it does not include every small part.

Lucy wanted to bake a cake 

for her mom’s birthday. She 

followed the recipe carefully, 

mixing flour, sugar, eggs, and 

butter. After baking the cake, 

Lucy decorated it with colorful 

frosting and candles. Her mom 

smiled and said, "It’s perfect!"

A.

Mark and his 
friends worked 
hard to clean up 
the beach.

B. Mark picked up 
plastic bottles.

C. Mark felt proud.

A.
Lucy decorated 

the cake with 
candles.

B.

Lucy baked a cake 
for her mom and 
decorated it 
beautifully.

C. Lucy mixed the 
flour and sugar.
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Summarize Central Messages – Answer Key
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Mark and his friends went to 

the beach to clean up trash. They 

picked up plastic bottles, food 

wrappers, and other litter. After a 

few hours, the beach looked clean, 

and Mark felt proud of their hard 

work.

Choose the best summary of each passage.

To summarize means to tell the most important parts of a 
story or text in a short way. A summary includes the main 
idea and key details, but it does not include every small part.

Lucy wanted to bake a cake 

for her mom’s birthday. She 

followed the recipe carefully, 

mixing flour, sugar, eggs, and 

butter. After baking the cake, 

Lucy decorated it with colorful 

frosting and candles. Her mom 

smiled and said, "It’s perfect!"

A.

Mark and his 
friends worked 
hard to clean up 
the beach.

B. Mark picked up 
plastic bottles.

C. Mark felt proud.

A.
Lucy decorated 

the cake with 
candles.

B.

Lucy baked a cake 
for her mom and 
decorated it 
beautifully.

C. Lucy mixed the 
flour and sugar.
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