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Analyze Characters' Traits and Motivations
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Characters’ behavior, traits, and motivations are closely 
related. Their relationship can be understood as follows:  
• Behavior: What the character does (their actions).  
• Traits: From the character’s behavior, we can infer their 

personality traits.
• Motivations: Using the character’s behavior and traits, we 

can understand why they act the way they do (their goals, 
feelings, or reasons).

Read the text below. Analyze the character’s behavior to 
infer their traits and motivations.

Helping the Stray Cat
Lucy saw a small, hungry-looking cat sitting by the side 
of the road. The cat’s fur was dirty, and it looked scared. 
Lucy stopped, took the sandwich from her lunch box, 
and carefully placed it near the cat. She sat quietly and 
waited until the cat came closer to eat.

Character’s Action

Character’s Traits

Character’s Motivation
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Analyze Characters' Traits and Motivations – Answer Key
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Characters’ behavior, traits, and motivations are closely 
related. Their relationship can be understood as follows:  
• Behavior: What the character does (their actions).  
• Traits: From the character’s behavior, we can infer their 

personality traits.
• Motivations: Using the character’s behavior and traits, we 

can understand why they act the way they do (their goals, 
feelings, or reasons).

Read the text below. Analyze the character’s behavior to 
infer their traits and motivations.

Helping the Stray Cat

Lucy gave her sandwich to 
the hungry cat and waited 
patiently for it to eat.

From her behavior, Lucy is 
kind, caring, and patient.

Lucy’s kindness and 
compassion drove her to 
help the cat.

Lucy saw a small, hungry-looking cat sitting by the side 
of the road. The cat’s fur was dirty, and it looked scared. 
Lucy stopped, took the sandwich from her lunch box, 
and carefully placed it near the cat. She sat quietly and 
waited until the cat came closer to eat.

Character’s Action

Character’s Traits

Character’s Motivation


