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Which journal entry sounds better? What is the difference 
between the sentence beginnings in each one?

May 15, 2023

Today we had a great time in Art Club. Mia brought paints and 
brushes from home. She showed us how to mix colors to create 
new shades. After painting pictures of animals, it was time to go 
home. Do you know what we had for dinner? We had spaghetti. 
Yum!

Read the journal entries. Answer the question. 

When writing, it’s important to start sentences in different 
ways instead of beginning the same way, such as always 
starting with “I” or “The.” Here are some easy ways to vary 
your sentence beginnings:
1. Use Interjections, Change the Subject, Use Questions, 
2. Begin with a Phrase or Clause, Start with an Action Word

May 15, 2023

We had a great time in Art Club today. Mia brought some 
paints and brushes from home. She showed us how to mix colors 
to create new shades. We painted pictures of animals. We went 
home after Art Club. We had spaghetti for dinner. Yum!
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Which journal entry sounds better? What is the difference 
between the sentence beginnings in each one?

Read the journal entries. Answer the question. 

When writing, it’s important to start sentences in different 
ways instead of beginning the same way, such as always 
starting with “I” or “The.” Here are some easy ways to vary 
your sentence beginnings:
1. Use Interjections, Change the Subject, Use Questions, 
2. Begin with a Phrase or Clause, Start with an Action Word

The second entry sounds better because it uses a variety of 
sentence starters, such as “Today,” “After,” and “Do you know.” 
This variety makes the writing flow more smoothly and avoids 
repetitive beginnings. The interjection “yum” in the second 
entry should be capitalized and punctuated as “Yum!”

May 15, 2023

Today we had a great time in Art Club. Mia brought paints and 
brushes from home. She showed us how to mix colors to create 
new shades. After painting pictures of animals, it was time to go 
home. Do you know what we had for dinner? We had spaghetti. 
Yum!

May 15, 2023

We had a great time in Art Club today. Mia brought some 
paints and brushes from home. She showed us how to mix colors 
to create new shades. We painted pictures of animals. We went 
home after Art Club. We had spaghetti for dinner. Yum!


