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A complex sentence contains one independent clause (a 

complete thought that can stand alone) and one or more 

dependent clauses (which cannot stand alone and provide 

additional information). Dependent clauses often begin with 

subordinating conjunctions 

like because, although, since, while, when, before, after, 

or unless.

Read each sentence and underline the dependent clause.

1. After the rain stopped, we went outside to play. 

2. While he was studying, his phone rang. 

3. Since I forgot my homework, the teacher gave me detention. 

4. Although I was nervous, I still performed well in the play. 

5. Before the sun set, we reached the top of the hill. 

6. Unless you practice every day, you won’t improve your skills. 

7. Wherever she goes, she always makes new friends. 

8. Even though the recipe was complicated, the cake was good. 

9. Because it was snowing, the school canceled classes. 

10. When the lights went out, we lit candles. 

11. After the storm passed, the sky was clear and beautiful. 

12. While the dog barked, the cat stayed in the tree. 
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Dependent Clauses in Complex Sentences – Answer Key
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A complex sentence contains one independent clause (a 

complete thought that can stand alone) and one or more 

dependent clauses (which cannot stand alone and provide 

additional information). Dependent clauses often begin with 

subordinating conjunctions 

like because, although, since, while, when, before, after, 

or unless.

Read each sentence and underline the dependent clause.

1. After the rain stopped, we went outside to play. 

2. While he was studying, his phone rang. 

3. Since I forgot my homework, the teacher gave me detention. 

4. Although I was nervous, I still performed well in the play. 

5. Before the sun set, we reached the top of the hill. 

6. Unless you practice every day, you won’t improve your skills. 

7. Wherever she goes, she always makes new friends. 

8. Even though the recipe was complicated, the cake was good. 

9. Because it was snowing, the school canceled classes. 

10. When the lights went out, we lit candles. 

11. After the storm passed, the sky was clear and beautiful. 

12. While the dog barked, the cat stayed in the tree. 


