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Modal auxfaries modify the mood of a verb, “ought to” and
“had better” are both used to express the ideal, best action. 
“Ought to” expresses a greater level of obligation than “should.” 
The negalive of “ought to” is “ought not” or “oughtn't." “Had 
better” is a ittle less formal than “ought to.”

Fil in the blank with, ought to, had better, could or should, 
given the context of the sentence. 

1. The students _________ turn off their phones during 
class to avoid distractions. 

2. Emma ___________ finish her project before Friday, or 
she won’t meet the deadline. 

3. You _________ remember to water the plants while 
we’re away. 

4. If we leave early, we _________ catch the bus and avoid 
being late. 

5. Jack knows he _________ apologize to his friend for the 
misunderstanding. 

6. To stay healthy, everyone _________ exercise at least 
three times a week. 

7. Before the storm hits, they ____________ stay indoors 
for their safety. 

8. Sarah _________ consider applying for the scholarship; 
it’s a great opportunity. 
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Modal auxfaries modify the mood of a verb, “ought to” and
“had better” are both used to express the ideal, best action. 
“Ought to” expresses a greater level of obligation than “should.” 
The negalive of “ought to” is “ought not” or “oughtn't." “Had 
better” is a ittle less formal than “ought to.”

1. The students _________ turn off their phones during 
class to avoid distractions. 

2. Emma ___________ finish her project before Friday, or 
she won’t meet the deadline. 

3. You _________ remember to water the plants while 
we’re away. 

4. If we leave early, we _________ catch the bus and avoid 
being late. 

5. Jack knows he _________ apologize to his friend for the 
misunderstanding. 

6. To stay healthy, everyone _________ exercise at least 
three times a week. 

7. Before the storm hits, they ____________ stay indoors 
for their safety. 

8. Sarah _________ consider applying for the scholarship; 
it’s a great opportunity. 

Fil in the blank with, ought to, had better, could or should, 

given the context of the sentence. 

should

had better

ought to

could

ought to

should

had better

ought to


