
Name Date

Basic Use of Hyphens

P
U

N
C

T
U

A
T

IO
N

 W
O

R
K

SH
EE

T

Use a hyphen to:
• divide a word that does not fit in its entirety on a line. Spiit 

the word between syllables.
• Divide the parts of compound words.
• Join two or more words that function as a single adjective 

occurring before a noun
• Spell out the written form of fractions and compound 

numbers from twenty-one to ninety-nine
• With the prefixes all-, ex-, and self-, and with the suffix -

elect

1. Ellen is a first class student. 

2. There are twenty three children in the class. 

3. My friend isn't very self aware. 

4. This recipe calls for two thirds of a cup of sugar. 

5. My mother's ex husband came to dinner last night. 

6. My sister-in law is visiting us this weekend. 

Rewrite each sentence below using hyphens correctly.
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Use a hyphen to:
• divide a word that does not fit in its entirety on a line. Spiit 

the word between syllables.
• Divide the parts of compound words.
• Join two or more words that function as a single adjective 

occurring before a noun
• Spell out the written form of fractions and compound 

numbers from twenty-one to ninety-nine
• With the prefixes all-, ex-, and self-, and with the suffix -

elect

1. Ellen is a first class student. 

2. There are twenty three children in the class. 

3. My friend isn't very self aware. 

4. This recipe calls for two thirds of a cup of sugar. 

5. My mother's ex husband came to dinner last night. 

6. My sister-in law is visiting us this weekend. 

Rewrite each sentence below using hyphens correctly.

Ellen is a first-class student. 

There are twenty-three children in the class. 

My friend isn't very self-aware. 

This recipe calls for two-thirds of a cup of sugar. 

My mother's ex-husband came to dinner last night. 

My sister-in-law is visiting us this weekend. 


