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Use Root Words to Decode Complex Vocabulary

Write the root word for each of the following words.

Root Words are the base part of a word from which other 
words are formed. A root word often carries the core 
meaning of the word, and prefixes (placed before the root) or 
suffixes (added after the root) can be attached to modify its 
meaning.
Example: Root Word-"act"
• With a prefix: react (to act again or respond)
• With a suffix: action (the process of acting)
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Unhappiness

Rediscover

Teacher

Impossible

Transportation

Preview

Misunderstood

Replacement

Undeniable

Biologist

Import

Underline
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Unhappiness happy The state of not being happy. 

Rediscover discover To find or realize again. 

Teacher teach A person who helps others learn. 

Impossible possible Not able to happen or be done. 

Transportation port
Moving people or goods from one 
place to another. 

Preview view To see or show something earlier. 

Misunderstood understand Not properly understood. 

Replacement place
Something that takes the place of 
another. 

Undeniable deny Unable to be denied. 

Biologist bio
A scientist studying living 
organisms. 

Import port
Bringing goods into a country for 
sale. 

Underline line
Drawing a line beneath for 
emphasis. 


