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Compare Cause and Effect in Complex Texts

Use the Inference Map below to organize the cause-
and-effect relationships that affect sea turtles.
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Cause and Effect is a relationship between events or actions 
where one (the cause) directly leads to another (the effect). 
It helps explain why something happens and what happens 
as a result.

Saving Sea Turtles
Every year, beaches welcome visitors who come to relax 

and enjoy the sun. However, human activities often harm the 
wildlife that also depends on these environments. Trash left 
behind, such as plastic bags and bottles, can be deadly to 
sea turtles. Turtles often mistake plastic for food, which may 
cause sickness or even death.

Other harmful actions include disturbing sea turtle nests 
and taking their eggs. Such behaviors threaten the survival of 
these creatures, who can live up to 80 years. By disposing of 
trash properly and respecting their habitats, we can help sea 
turtles live full and healthy lives.
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Compare Cause and Effect in Complex Texts – Answer Key

Use the Inference Map below to organize the cause-
and-effect relationships that affect sea turtles.
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Cause and Effect is a relationship between events or actions 
where one (the cause) directly leads to another (the effect). 
It helps explain why something happens and what happens 
as a result.

Saving Sea Turtles
Every year, beaches welcome visitors who come to relax 

and enjoy the sun. However, human activities often harm the 
wildlife that also depends on these environments. Trash left 
behind, such as plastic bags and bottles, can be deadly to 
sea turtles. Turtles often mistake plastic for food, which may 
cause sickness or even death.

Other harmful actions include disturbing sea turtle nests 
and taking their eggs. Such behaviors threaten the survival of 
these creatures, who can live up to 80 years. By disposing of 
trash properly and respecting their habitats, we can help sea 
turtles live full and healthy lives.

Cause
Trash left 

behind in sea 
turtle habitats.

Cause
People 

disturbing sea 
turtle nests.

Cause
Taking sea turtle 

eggs.

Effect
Human behaviors endanger sea turtles and threaten 

their ability to survive in the wild.


