
Name Date

Analyze Complex Author’s Purposes

What is the author’s purpose in writing this passage? 
Use an Idea-Support Map to organize the claims. 
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Author's Purpose is the reason an author writes, usually to 
inform, persuade, or entertain the reader.

Not a Comprehensive Plan
The Everglades Restoration Plan claims to protect the 

Everglades, but it falls short. The word "comprehensive" 
means "complete," yet this plan is neither.

One problem is that the plan relies on water tests that 
are unproven. These tests might still let harmful pollutants 
flow into the Everglades. Another problem is that the plan 
allows building near areas that provide fresh water and 
homes for animals and plants. This will lead to habitat loss 
and harm the environment.

Detail 1 Detail 2

Purpose 



Name Date

Analyze Complex Author’s Purposes – Answer Key

What is the author’s purpose in writing this passage? 
Use an Idea-Support Map to organize the claims. 
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Author's Purpose is the reason an author writes, usually to 
inform, persuade, or entertain the reader.

Not a Comprehensive Plan
The Everglades Restoration Plan claims to protect the 

Everglades, but it falls short. The word "comprehensive" 
means "complete," yet this plan is neither.

One problem is that the plan relies on water tests that 
are unproven. These tests might still let harmful pollutants 
flow into the Everglades. Another problem is that the plan 
allows building near areas that provide fresh water and 
homes for animals and plants. This will lead to habitat loss 
and harm the environment.

Detail 1
Polluted water could harm 

the Everglades.

Detail 2
Building will cause habitat 

loss for plants and animals.

Purpose 
To show that the Everglades Restoration Plan is 

flawed.


