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Infer and Compare the Themes

Infer the Theme means figuring out the story's central
message or lesson using clues from the text, such as
characters' actions, events, and outcomes.

Figure out key details about the character and theme.

Caroline's Walk Home

Caroline was walking home from Allie's house and
thinking about her brother Kevin. Earlier that day, Kevin had
said something mean to her, and it hurt her feelings. Caroline
had eaten a granola bar without sharing it with Kevin like she
usually did.

On her way home, Caroline saw some red berries in a
bush. They were ripe raspberries! She thought about how
much fun it would be to pick them with Kevin, but then she
decided not to tell him about them because she was still
upset with him.

1. Character’'s Qualities: What kind of person is Caroline?

2. Character's Motives: Why did Caroline decide not to
share her granola bar with Kevin?

3. Theme: What lesson does the story teach about anger
and kindness?
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Infer and Compare the Themes — Answer Key

Infer the Theme means figuring out the story's central
message or lesson using clues from the text, such as
characters' actions, events, and outcomes.

Figure out key details about the character and theme.

Caroline's Walk Home

Caroline was walking home from Allie's house and
thinking about her brother Kevin. Earlier that day, Kevin had
said something mean to her, and it hurt her feelings. Caroline
had eaten a granola bar without sharing it with Kevin like she
usually did.

On her way home, Caroline saw some red berries in a
bush. They were ripe raspberries! She thought about how
much fun it would be to pick them with Kevin, but then she
decided not to tell him about them because she was still
upset with him.

1. Character’'s Qualities: What kind of person is Caroline?

Caroline is sensitive and feels hurt by Kevin's mean
comment.

2. Character's Motives: Why did Caroline decide not to
share her granola bar with Kevin?
Caroline doesn’t share the granola bar because she
wants to get back at Kevin.

3. Theme: What lesson does the story teach about anger
and kindness?
Holding onto anger can stop us from doing kind things
for others.




