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Read the passages and answer the questions. 

Whispers of a Wild Storm
The wind screeched through the trees like a wild beast, 

tearing leaves from their branches and tossing them to the 
ground. Shadows danced across the forest floor as the 
moonlight flickered in and out of sight.

1. What effect does the author create by describing the wind 
as "screeched" and "like a wild beast"?

2. How does the word choice influence how the reader feels 
about the storm?

Author's craft is the techniques and choices a writer uses to 
convey their message, create meaning, and engage the 
reader through language (e.g., word choice, tone) and 
structure (text organization).

Write a short descriptive passage about a topic like 
nature using the techniques above.
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Author's Craft: Language and Structure – Answer Key
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Read the passages and answer the questions. 

Whispers of a Wild Storm

The wind screeched through the trees like a wild beast, 
tearing leaves from their branches and tossing them to the 
ground. Shadows danced across the forest floor as the 
moonlight flickered in and out of sight.

1. What effect does the author create by describing the wind 
as "screeched" and "like a wild beast"?
The author creates a sense of danger and chaos by 

describing the wind as "screeched" and "like a wild beast."

2. How does the word choice influence how the reader feels 
about the storm?
The word choice makes the storm feel intense and 

creates urgency for the reader.

Author's craft is the techniques and choices a writer uses to 
convey their message, create meaning, and engage the 
reader through language (e.g., word choice, tone) and 
structure (text organization).

Write a short descriptive passage about a topic like 

nature using the techniques above.

Life is a winding forest path, with sunlight bringing hope 

and shadows casting uncertainty. Gentle streams refresh, 

jagged rocks challenge, and thunder signals trials ahead.


