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Connections Across Categories

Make personal connections to the text.
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Make Connections is a reading strategy that helps readers 
link the text to their own knowledge, experiences, or other 
texts, improving understanding and engagement.
How to Make Connections
• Consider the text’s topic.
• Relate it to things in your life or knowledge.
• Understand how the connection deepens comprehension.

A Visit to the Desert
I visited my aunt and uncle in California, where they live 

in the dry desert. Water is scarce, so they conserve it by 
taking short showers, turning off taps, and only using the 
washing machine for full loads. Their yard is a rock garden 
because plants need too much water to survive.

After seeing how carefully they save water, I decided to 
do the same at home. If we waste water, one day we might 
not have enough for everyone.

1. The topic is

2. reminds me of

3. Now I understand
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Connections Across Categories – Answer Key
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Make Connections is a reading strategy that helps readers 
link the text to their own knowledge, experiences, or other 
texts, improving understanding and engagement.
How to Make Connections
• Consider the text’s topic.
• Relate it to things in your life or knowledge.
• Understand how the connection deepens comprehension.

A Visit to the Desert
I visited my aunt and uncle in California, where they live 

in the dry desert. Water is scarce, so they conserve it by 
taking short showers, turning off taps, and only using the 
washing machine for full loads. Their yard is a rock garden 
because plants need too much water to survive.

After seeing how carefully they save water, I decided to 
do the same at home. If we waste water, one day we might 
not have enough for everyone.

1. The topic is water conservation.

2. Taking short showers reminds me of the time my 
family had to cut back on water during a drought.

3. Now I understand how important it is not to waste 
water.

Make personal connections to the text.


