
Name Date

Choose Words for Your Audience

Identify whether the word choice is appropriate for the 
specified audience. Choose the best answer.

Word choice is the deliberate selection of words to suit the 
audience, purpose, and tone of a piece of writing. It helps 
ensure that the message is clear, appropriate, and engaging 
for the reader.

1. Sentence: “Hey Mr. Johnson, can I skip the science test 
today? I’m really not in the mood."

Audience: A teacher.

A. Appropriate

B. Not Appropriate

C. Appropriate, but informal

2. Sentence: “DNA is like tiny instructions inside every living 
thing that tell your body how to work."

Audience: 4th-grade science class.

A. Appropriate

B. Not Appropriate – too formal

C. Not Appropriate – too detailed

3. Sentence: “Grandma, you’re the GOAT for making these 
delicious cookies!"

Audience: Your elderly grandmother.

A. Appropriate

B. Not Appropriate – slang might confuse her

C. Appropriate if your grandma is used to modern slangW
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Name Date

Choose Words for Your Audience – Answer Key

Identify whether the word choice is appropriate for the 
specified audience. Choose the best answer.

Word choice is the deliberate selection of words to suit the 
audience, purpose, and tone of a piece of writing. It helps 
ensure that the message is clear, appropriate, and engaging 
for the reader.

1. Sentence: “Hey Mr. Johnson, can I skip the science test 
today? I’m really not in the mood."

Audience: A teacher.

A. Appropriate

B. Not Appropriate

C. Appropriate, but informal

2. Sentence: “DNA is like tiny instructions inside every living 
thing that tell your body how to work."

Audience: 4th-grade science class.

A. Appropriate

B. Not Appropriate – too formal

C. Not Appropriate – too detailed

3. Sentence: “Grandma, you’re the GOAT for making these 
delicious cookies!"

Audience: Your elderly grandmother.

A. Appropriate

B. Not Appropriate – slang might confuse her

C. Appropriate if your grandma is used to modern slangW
R

IT
IN

G
 T

R
A

IT
S

W
O

R
K

S
H

E
E
T


