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Linking Verbs and Helping Verbs in Perfect Tenses

Identify the verb type of the bold word in each sentence. 
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1. Action Verbs: Show physical or mental actions (e.g., “run," 
“think," “play").

2. Linking Verbs: Connect the subject to its complement, 
describing a state or condition (e.g., “is," “seems,").

3. Helping Verbs: Work with main verbs to form complex 
tenses or indicate timing (e.g., "has," "had," "will").

1. The teacher is very friendly to her students.
A. Action Verb
B. Linking Verb
C. Helping Verb

2. Susan has been studying for her math test all afternoon.
A. Action Verb
B. Linking Verb
C. Helping Verb

3. The cake smelled delicious as it came out of the oven.
A. Action Verb
B. Linking Verb
C. Helping Verb

4. Tom had walked to the library before it started raining.
A. Action Verb
B. Linking Verb
C. Helping Verb
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Linking Verbs and Helping Verbs – Answer Key

Identify the verb type of the bold word in each sentence. 
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1. Action Verbs: Show physical or mental actions (e.g., “run," 
“think," “play").

2. Linking Verbs: Connect the subject to its complement, 
describing a state or condition (e.g., “is," “seems,").

3. Helping Verbs: Work with main verbs to form complex 
tenses or indicate timing (e.g., "has," "had," "will").

1. The teacher is very friendly to her students.
A. Action Verb
B. Linking Verb
C. Helping Verb

2. Susan has been studying for her math test all afternoon.
A. Action Verb
B. Linking Verb
C. Helping Verb

3. The cake smelled delicious as it came out of the oven.
A. Action Verb
B. Linking Verb
C. Helping Verb

4. Tom had walked to the library before it started raining.
A. Action Verb
B. Linking Verb
C. Helping Verb


