
Name Date

Expand Compound-Complex Sentences

G
R

A
M

M
A

R
 W

O
R

K
SH

EE
T

A compound-complex sentence is a sentence that combines 
two or more independent clauses and at least one dependent 
clause. It uses coordinating conjunctions (like and, but, or) to 
join the independent clauses and subordinating 
conjunctions (like because, while, although) to introduce the 
dependent clause.

• Thomas Edison worked for years to invent the lightbulb. 

• He failed many times. 

• His persistence eventually paid off.

Answer:

• Ancient Egyptians built pyramids. 

• They believed these structures would protect the 
pharaohs in the afterlife. 

• Building these pyramids required advanced engineering 
skills.

Answer:

Combine the sentences into one compound-complex sentence.
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Expand Compound-Complex Sentences – Answer Key
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A compound-complex sentence is a sentence that combines 
two or more independent clauses and at least one dependent 
clause. It uses coordinating conjunctions (like and, but, or) to 
join the independent clauses and subordinating 
conjunctions (like because, while, although) to introduce the 
dependent clause.

• Thomas Edison worked for years to invent the lightbulb. 

• He failed many times. 

• His persistence eventually paid off.

Answer: Thomas Edison worked for years to invent the 
lightbulb, but he failed many times because inventing 
something new is difficult; however, his persistence 
eventually paid off.

• Ancient Egyptians built pyramids. 

• They believed these structures would protect the 
pharaohs in the afterlife. 

• Building these pyramids required advanced engineering 
skills.

Answer: Ancient Egyptians built pyramids because they 
believed these structures would protect the pharaohs in 
the afterlife, and building these pyramids required 
advanced engineering skills.

Combine the sentences into one compound-complex sentence.


