
Name Date

These words are frequently mixed up due to similar 
spelling/pronunciation but carry distinct grammatical roles 
and meanings in context.
Example:
their (possession) vs. there (location)
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Underline the correct word in each sentence.

Easily Confused Words

1. The artist created an (illusion / allusion) of movement in the 
painting. 

2. The explorer kept a detailed (diary / dairy) of his journey across 
the mountains. 

3. The scientist explained the (principal / principle) behind the 
experiment. 

4. The castle is located on the (site / sight) where the famous battle 
took place. 

5. She was (quite / quiet) fascinated by the beautiful sculpture. 

6. The teacher gave me a (compliment / complement) about my 
history project. 

7. We learned about the (desert / dessert) animals in science class. 

8. The king’s crown is a powerful (symbol / cymbal) of his authority. 

9. The museum had to (adapt / adopt) new security measures to 
protect the artifacts. 

10. The astronaut described the Earth’s (ascent / assent) from the 
space station. 
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Underline the correct word in each sentence.

Easily Confused Words - Answer Key

1. The artist created an (illusion / allusion) of movement in the 
painting. 

2. The explorer kept a detailed (diary / dairy) of his journey across 
the mountains. 

3. The scientist explained the (principal / principle) behind the 
experiment. 

4. The castle is located on the (site / sight) where the famous battle 
took place. 

5. She was (quite / quiet) fascinated by the beautiful sculpture. 

6. The teacher gave me a (compliment / complement) about my 
history project. 

7. We learned about the (desert / dessert) animals in science class. 

8. The king’s crown is a powerful (symbol / cymbal) of his authority. 

9. The museum had to (adapt / adopt) new security measures to 
protect the artifacts. 

10. The astronaut described the Earth’s (ascent / assent) from the 
space station. 


