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Analyze Multiple-Meaning Words for Precision

Multiple-meaning words are words with more than one 
meaning. We should infer the meaning of the multiple-
meaning words based on the context where they are. 
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Choose the correct meaning of the bold word.
1. We decided to take a novel approach to the problem.

A. a long work of fiction
B. new, unusual, or different
C. an idea or concept 

2. I called my father to please come squash the spider.

A. a vegetable in the cucurbit family
B. an indoor sport
C. to crush 

3. Please close the curtains. That draft is making me sick.

A. a version of a document
B. a current of air in an enclosed space
C. mandatory military service 

4. I think I need a new belt buckle.

A. bend or give way under pressure or strain

B. a flat frame with a hinged pin for joining the ends of a belt

C. a tool used for fastening or securing 
5. The gardener came to prune the rose bushes.

A. a dried, preserved plum

B. to trim, cut away, or reduce the extent of something

C. an unpleasant older person 
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Multiple-Meaning Words – Answer Key

Multiple-meaning words are words with more than one 
meaning. We should infer the meaning of the multiple-
meaning words based on the context where they are. 
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Choose the correct meaning of the bold word.

1. We decided to take a novel approach to the problem.

A. a long work of fiction
B. new, unusual, or different
C. an idea or concept 

2. I called my father to please come squash the spider.

A. a vegetable in the cucurbit family
B. an indoor sport
C. to crush 

3. Please close the curtains. That draft is making me sick.

A. a version of a document
B. a current of air in an enclosed space
C. mandatory military service 

4. I think I need a new belt buckle.

A. bend or give way under pressure or strain

B. a flat frame with a hinged pin for joining the ends of a belt

C. a tool used for fastening or securing 
5. The gardener came to prune the rose bushes.

A. a dried, preserved plum

B. to trim, cut away, or reduce the extent of something

C. an unpleasant older person 


