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Phrases and Clauses

Phrase: A group of related words that does not contain both 
a subject and a verb.
Example: 

under the microscope, running quickly, the brilliant scientist
Clause: A group of related words that contains both a 
subject and a verb.
Example: 

when the experiment began, the hypothesis was correct
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Identify whether each underlined group of words is a 

phrase (P) or clause (C):

1. After the volcanic eruption, the research 
team collected samples. P

2. The astronaut, wearing a specialized 
spacesuit, explored the lunar surface. P

3. When the fossil was discovered, the 
scientific community was amazed. C

4. Throughout the dense rainforest, rare 
species thrive undisturbed. P

5. The ancient temple, which archaeologists 
recently excavated, contained valuable 
artifacts.

C

6. Despite numerous failed attempts, the 
scientist persevered with the experiment. P



Name Date

Phrases and Clauses – Answer Key
Phrase: A group of related words that does not contain both 
a subject and a verb.
Example: 
under the microscope, running quickly, the brilliant scientist
Clause: A group of related words that contains both a 
subject and a verb.
Example: 
When the experiment began, the hypothesis was correct
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Identify whether each underlined group of words is a 
phrase (P) or clause (C):
1. After the volcanic eruption, the research 

team collected samples. P

2. The astronaut, wearing a specialized 
spacesuit, explored the lunar surface. P

3. When the fossil was discovered, the 
scientific community was amazed. C

4. Throughout the dense rainforest, rare 
species thrive undisturbed. P

5. The ancient temple, which archaeologists 
recently excavated, contained valuable 
artifacts.

C

6. Despite numerous failed attempts, the 
scientist persevered with the experiment. P


