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Subject-Verb Agreement: Compound Subjects

A compound subject is a subject that consists of two or more nouns
or pronouns joined together by a conjunction, such as and or or. it's
important to ensure that the verb agrees with the subject correctly.

» Joined by "and":

Treated as plural — Use a plural verb.

» Joined by "or/nor":
Verb agrees with the closest subject.

» Special Cases:
Collective nouns: Singular or plural depending on context.
Mixed singular/plural: Focus on the nearest noun for verb
agreement.

Complete each sentence by underlining the correct verb form
based on the compound subject.

1. Each book and notebook (is / are) on the shelf.

2. Every student and teacher (have / has) a computer.
3. Each dog and cat (need / needs) daily exercise.

4. Every apple and orange (tastes / taste) sweet.

5. Each day and night (passes / pass) too quickly.

6. Every boy and girl (enjoys / enjoy) the school trip.
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Subject-Verb Agreement — Answer Key

A compound subject is a subject that consists of two or more nouns
or pronouns joined together by a conjunction, such as and or or. it's
important to ensure that the verb agrees with the subject correctly.

» Joined by "and":

Treated as plural — Use a plural verb.

» Joined by "or/nor":
Verb agrees with the closest subject.

» Special Cases:
Collective nouns: Singular or plural depending on context.
Mixed singular/plural: Focus on the nearest noun for verb
agreement.

Complete each sentence by underlining the correct verb form
based on the compound subject.

1. Each book and notebook (is / are) on the shelf.

2. Every student and teacher (have / has) a computer.
3. Each dog and cat (need / needs) daily exercise.

4. Every apple and orange (tastes / taste) sweet.

5. Each day and night (passes / pass) too quickly.

6. Every boy and girl (enjoys / enjoy) the school trip.



