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Differences Between Thesaurus and Dictionary

Dictionary defines word meanings, pronunciations, and 
usage.
Thesaurus groups synonyms/antonyms to expand 
vocabulary and refine expression.
Both are essential for precise communication.
Examples: 
Dictionary: Defines "book" (printed pages).
Thesaurus: Lists synonyms (volume, tome).

Circle the correct type of reference book according 
to the description.
1. When you need to find the exact meaning and 

pronunciation of a word, use:
A. Dictionary B. Thesaurus

2. When writing and looking for a synonym of “happy” 
(e.g., joyful), consult:
A. Dictionary B. Thesaurus

3. The reference whose entries include phonetic symbols, 
part of speech, and example sentences is:
A. Dictionary B. Thesaurus

4. To avoid repeating a word (e.g., replacing “big” with 
“enormous”), check:
A. Dictionary B. Thesaurus

5. When encountering the unfamiliar word “mysterious” 
and needing its definition, use:
A. Dictionary B. ThesaurusV
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Name Date

Differences Between Thesaurus and Dictionary – Answer Key

Dictionary defines word meanings, pronunciations, and 
usage.
Thesaurus groups synonyms/antonyms to expand 
vocabulary and refine expression.
Both are essential for precise communication.
Examples: 
Dictionary: Defines "book" (printed pages).
Thesaurus: Lists synonyms (volume, tome).
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Circle the correct type of reference book according 
to the description.
1. When you need to find the exact meaning and 

pronunciation of a word, use:
A. Dictionary B. Thesaurus

2. When writing and looking for a synonym of “happy” 
(e.g., joyful), consult:
A. Dictionary B. Thesaurus

3. The reference whose entries include phonetic 
symbols, part of speech, and example sentences is:
A. Dictionary B. Thesaurus

4. To avoid repeating a word (e.g., replacing “big” with 
“enormous”), check:
A. Dictionary B. Thesaurus

5. When encountering the unfamiliar word “mysterious” 
and needing its definition, use:
A. Dictionary B. Thesaurus


