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Dashes
Em Dash (—): Abrupt emphasis, interruption, or parenthetical 
insertion—replaces commas/colons for stronger impact.
En Dash (–): Connects ranges (e.g., 1990–2000) or 
conflicts/relationships (e.g., US–China trade).
Examples: The truth—unexpected, Pages 10–15 discuss 
climate.

Circle the correct punctuation choice.

1. She hoped for sunshine ______ instead it rained.

A. , B. —

2. Rain, wind, thunder ______ a terrible storm was 
coming.

A. : B. —

3. "Quick! The cat is on the ______" he shouted.

A. ... B. —

4. He wanted one thing ______ victory.

A. : B. —

5. The artifact—found in Crete (carbon-dated to 1700 
BCE)______revealed advanced metallurgy.

A. — B. ,
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Name Date

Dashes – Answer Key
Em Dash (—): Abrupt emphasis, interruption, or parenthetical 
insertion—replaces commas/colons for stronger impact.
En Dash (–): Connects ranges (e.g., 1990–2000) or 
conflicts/relationships (e.g., US–China trade).
Examples: The truth—unexpected, Pages 10–15 discuss 
climate.

Circle the correct punctuation choice.

1. She hoped for sunshine ______ instead it rained.

A. , B. —

2. Rain, wind, thunder ______ a terrible storm was 
coming.

A. : B. —

3. "Quick! The cat is on the ______" he shouted.

A. ... B. —

4. He wanted one thing ______ victory.

A. : B. —

5. The artifact—found in Crete (carbon-dated to 1700 
BCE)______revealed advanced metallurgy.

A. — B. ,
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