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Tense Consistency
Tense Consistency
Maintain the same verb tense throughout a text unless logic 
requires a shift.
Prevents confusion and ensures clear chronological flow.
Examples: 
Correct: She walked in and saw him.
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Circle the correct punctuation choice.
1. "Smith (2020) ______ (demonstrate) the effect, but our 

experiment ______ (fail) to replicate."

A. demonstrates; fails B. demonstrated; failed

2. "Darwin's theory ______ (remain) unchallenged until 
1920 when new data ______ (emerge)."

A. remained; emerged B. remains; emerged

3. "I saw the defendant ______ (load) the gun before he 
______ (fire)."

A. load; fired B. loading; fired 

4. "In 1945, Truman ______ (decide) to drop the bomb. 
Suddenly, mushroom clouds ______ (rise)."

A. decided; rose B. decides; rise

5. "If Kepler ______ (have) modern telescopes, he ______ 
(map) more galaxies."

A. had; would have 
mapped

B. has; would map



Name Date

Tense Consistency – Answer Key

Tense Consistency
Maintain the same verb tense throughout a text unless logic 
requires a shift.
Prevents confusion and ensures clear chronological flow.
Examples: 
Correct: She walked in and saw him.
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Circle the correct punctuation choice.
1. "Smith (2020) ______ (demonstrate) the effect, but our 

experiment ______ (fail) to replicate."

A. demonstrates; fails B. demonstrated; failed

2. "Darwin's theory ______ (remain) unchallenged until 
1920 when new data ______ (emerge)."

A. remained; emerged B. remains; emerged

3. "I saw the defendant ______ (load) the gun before he 
______ (fire)."

A. load; fired B. loading; fired 

4. "In 1945, Truman ______ (decide) to drop the bomb. 
Suddenly, mushroom clouds ______ (rise)."

A. decided; rose B. decides; rise

5. "If Kepler ______ (have) modern telescopes, he ______ 
(map) more galaxies."

A. had; would have 
mapped

B. has; would map


