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Elliptical Constructions Using “So” or “Neither”

a

Elliptical constructions are sentences or clauses where 
certain words are omitted because they are understood from 
the context. “So” and “neither” are often used to combine the 
sentences. "so" is used to show agreement with a positive 
statement, while "neither" is used to show agreement with a 
negative statement. See the example below:
Wordy Sentences: I like pizza. Linda likes pizza.
Combined: I like pizza. So does Linda.

1. The soldiers shoot the bird every morning. The 
policemen shoot the bird every morning.

2. They read the newspaper this morning. She read the 
newspaper this morning.

3. We rarely speak English in class. They rarely speak 
English in class.

4. The cat didn't eat the mouse. The dog didn't eat the 
mouse.

5. Superman doesn't help the old woman. Batman doesn't 
help the old woman.

Combine the following sentences by using "so" or "neither."
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Name Date

1. The soldiers shoot the bird every morning. The 
policemen shoot the bird every morning.

2. They read the newspaper this morning. She read the 
newspaper this morning.

3. We rarely speak English in class. They rarely speak 
English in class.

4. The cat didn't eat the mouse. The dog didn't eat the 
mouse.

5. Superman doesn't help the old woman. Batman doesn't 
help the old woman.

Elliptical Constructions Using “So” or “Neither” – Answer Key

a

Elliptical constructions are sentences or clauses where 
certain words are omitted because they are understood from 
the context. “So” and “neither” are often used to combine the 
sentences. "so" is used to show agreement with a positive 
statement, while "neither" is used to show agreement with a 
negative statement. See the example below:
Wordy Sentences: I like pizza. Linda likes pizza.
Combined: I like pizza. So does Linda.

Combine the following sentences by using "so" or "neither."

The soldiers shoot the bird every morning. So do the policemen.

They read the newspaper this morning, and so did she.

We rarely speak English in class, and neither do they.

The cat didn't eat the mouse, and neither did the dog.

Superman doesn't help the old woman, and neither does Batman.
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