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A Compound-Complex Sentence combines two or more 
independent clauses with at least one dependent clause. 
When reading or writing, it's important to identify the main 
clause and understand how the dependent clause adds 
details or modifies the meaning. 

Read the sentences and answer questions to check 
your understanding.

Understand Compound-Complex Sentence

1. What is the purpose of the system?
The engineer designed a system, which stores excess 
wind energy, and it can be used during power outages to 
keep homes running.

2. What is threatening marine ecosystems?
"The marine biologist explained how coral reefs are being 
damaged, which threatens marine ecosystems, and she 
proposed solutions to reduce pollution."

4. What special feature does the bike have?
"The bike, which was custom-built for speed, helped the 
athlete improve her performance, and she set a new 
record for the fastest race time."
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A Compound-Complex Sentence combines two or more 
independent clauses with at least one dependent clause. 
When reading or writing, it's important to identify the main 
clause and understand how the dependent clause adds 
details or modifies the meaning. 

Read the sentences and answer questions to check 
your understanding.

Understand Compound-Complex Sentence – Answer Key

1. What is the purpose of the system?
The engineer designed a system, which stores excess 
wind energy, and it can be used during power outages to 
keep homes running.

2. What is threatening marine ecosystems?
"The marine biologist explained how coral reefs are being 
damaged, which threatens marine ecosystems, and she 
proposed solutions to reduce pollution."

4. What special feature does the bike have?
"The bike, which was custom-built for speed, helped the 
athlete improve her performance, and she set a new 
record for the fastest race time."

To store excess wind energy and provide power.

The damage to coral reefs.

It was custom-built for speed.
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