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Effective Tense Shifting

a

Tense shifting refers to the process of changing a verb’s 
tense to fit the context of a sentence, paragraph, or narrative. 
It is important to use the correct tense so that your writing 
remains clear and consistent.

Choose any parts in the chart below to make a simple 
sentence. Then change the tense to fill in the tense 
chart. The answer varies.

Past Present Future

Simple

Continuous

Perfect

Perfect 
Continuous

boy eat team watch
jump family play study

scientist teacher run explore
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Name Date

Effective Tense Shifting – Answer Key

a

Tense shifting refers to the process of changing a verb’s 
tense to fit the context of a sentence, paragraph, or narrative. 
It is important to use the correct tense so that your writing 
remains clear and consistent.

Choose any parts in the chart below to make a simple 
sentence. Then change the tense to fill in the tense 
chart. The answer varies.

Past Present Future

Simple The boy ran 
yesterday.

The boy runs 
every morning.

The boy will run 
tomorrow.

Continuous
The boy was 
running when it 
started to rain.

The boy is 
running now.

The boy will be 
running at this 
time tomorrow.

Perfect
The boy had 
run five miles 
before it 
started to rain.

The boy has 
run three miles 
so far.

The boy will 
have run ten 
miles by the 
end of the day.

Perfect 
Continuous

The boy had 
been running 
for a while.

The boy has 
been running 
for an hour.

The boy will 
have been 
running for two 
hours.
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