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Vague and Ambiguous Pronouns

A vague pronoun occurs when a pronoun could refer to more
than one noun in the sentence.

Example:

When Susan and Ruby finally landed, she breathed a sigh of
relief. In the sentence, “she” is vague — it could mean Susan
or Ruby.

The pronoun in bold is ambiguous. Underline all of its
possible antecedents.

1.

When the rescue workers talked to the reporters,
they were nervous.

Billy always keeps his credit card in his wallet, but it
went missing last week.

The travelers looked at the ruins, and they were
amazed.

Jerry received praise and earned much money, but
she was very modest about it.

Separate the yolks from the egg whites, and then
place them in the mixing bowl.

Before Mr. Andrew puts flowers onto the wedding
cakes, he sprinkles them with powdered sugar.

Olivia and her cousin Leah go to the same
university, but she is graduating in May.

James gave Jackson a signed first edition of his
favorite comic book
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Vague and Ambiguous Pronouns — Answer Key

A vague pronoun occurs when a pronoun could refer to more
than one noun in the sentence.

Example:

When Susan and Ruby finally landed, she breathed a sigh of
relief. In the sentence, “she” is vague — it could mean Susan
or Ruby.

The pronoun in bold is ambiguous. Underline all of its
possible antecedents.

1.

When the rescue workers talked to the reporters,
they were nervous.

Billy always keeps his credit card in his wallet, but it
went missing last week.

The travelers looked at the ruins, and they were
amazed.

Jerry received praise and earned much money, but
she was very modest about it.

Separate the yolks from the egg whites, and then
place them in the mixing bowl.

Before Mr. Andrew puts flowers onto the wedding
cakes, he sprinkles them with powdered sugar.

Olivia and her cousin Leah go to the same
university, but she is graduating in May.

James gave Jackson a signed first edition of his
favorite comic book



