
Name Date

Expression in Formal and Informal Contexts

a

Some words are fine for informal conversations and 
discussions. Example:
For formal writing, however, they should not be used.
! Informal example: Her dad worked at a factory.
! Formal example: Her father worked at a factory.
The word dad is used in a familiar way, which makes it sound 
informal. Father is a better word to use in formal writing.

Circle the informal word(s) and rewrite into formal style.
Words in Informal Form Formal Form

1. The movie was kinda boring.
____________

2. Jane ain't going to tell anyone. ____________
3. The teacher was mad at the 

noisy class. ____________
4. The singer’s new song is 

very cool. ____________
5. The boss told the workers to 

work more quickly. ____________
6. The coach said the team 

messed up the game. ____________
7. We grabbed some snacks 

before the show. ____________
8. The student was gonna finish 

the project later. ____________
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Name Date

Expression in Formal and Informal Contexts – Answer Key

a

Some words are fine for informal conversations and 
discussions. Example:
For formal writing, however, they should not be used.
! Informal example: Her dad worked at a factory.
! Formal example: Her father worked at a factory.
The word dad is used in a familiar way, which makes it sound 
informal. Father is a better word to use in formal writing.

Circle the informal word(s) and rewrite into formal style.
Words in Informal Form Formal Form

1. The movie was kinda boring.
____________

2. Jane ain't going to tell anyone. ____________
3. The teacher was mad at the 

noisy class. ____________
4. The singer’s new song is 

very cool. ____________
5. The boss told the workers to 

work more quickly. ____________
6. The coach said the team 

messed up the game. ____________
7. We grabbed some snacks 

before the show. ____________
8. The student was gonna finish 

the project later. ____________

somewhat

is not

angry

impressive

manager

made mistakes

purchased

going to
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