
Name Date

Use a Dictionary Effectively

a

Using a dictionary is especially helpful when you come 
across unfamiliar words while reading, as it allows you to 
understand their meanings and expand your vocabulary. By 
understanding how a dictionary entry is organized, you can 
use it more effectively. 

1. Label parts of a dictionary entry below each line.

Intent/interview                                                                     369

in·tent [in tent’] n. 1 Something that is intended; purpose; 

aim. Her intent has always been to go to college. 2

Meaning: significance. What was the intent of what he said?

plural intents (from L. intendere “a stretching out”)

2. Choose two sentences in which the meaning of ”intent” is 
different from the dictionary entry above.

○ She stared at the painting with an intent expression, 
completely absorbed in its details.

○ His intent was to finish the project before the deadline.

○ The government passed a new law with the intent of 
protecting wildlife.

○ He played the game with such intent focus that he 
didn’t notice the time.
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Name Date

Use a Dictionary Effectively – Answer Key

a

Using a dictionary is especially helpful when you come 
across unfamiliar words while reading, as it allows you to 
understand their meanings and expand your vocabulary. By 
understanding how a dictionary entry is organized, you can 
use it more effectively. 

1. Label parts of a dictionary entry below each line.

Intent/interview                                                                     369

in·tent [in tent’] n. 1 Something that is intended; purpose; 

aim. Her intent has always been to go to college. 2

Meaning: significance. What was the intent of what he said?

plural intents (from L. intendere “a stretching out”)

2. Choose two sentences in which the meaning of ”intent” is 
different from the dictionary entry above.

○ She stared at the painting with an intent expression, 
completely absorbed in its details.

○ His intent was to finish the project before the deadline.

○ The government passed a new law with the intent of 
protecting wildlife.

○ He played the game with such intent focus that he 
didn’t notice the time.
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