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Specialized Compound Words

Compound words are formed by combining two smaller
words to create a new word with its own meaning. While the
meanings of the smaller words can give you clues, the true
meaning of a compound word often depends on the context
in which it is used.

Example: The word "greenhouse” combines "green” and
"house,” and it refers to a glass building used for growing
plants.

Underline three compound words in the paragraph and
define them based on the context.

Oceanography is the study of the ocean, and it includes
research on underwater ecosystems. Scientists use state-
of-the-art equipment like submersibles to explore the
ocean floor. These researchers study how currents and
waves interact, and they also monitor shipwrecks to learn
about history. Oceanography is important for
understanding how pollution affects marine life and how
we can protect our waterways for future generations.

Compound Words Breakdown Definition
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Specialized Compound Words — Answer Key

Compound words are formed by combining two smaller
words to create a new word with its own meaning. While the
meanings of the smaller words can give you clues, the true
meaning of a compound word often depends on the context
in which it is used.

Example: The word "greenhouse” combines "green” and
"house,” and it refers to a glass building used for growing
plants.

Underline three compound words in the paragraph and
define them based on the context.

Oceanography is the study of the ocean, and it includes
research on underwater ecosystems. Scientists use state-
of-the-art equipment like submersibles to explore the
ocean floor. These researchers study how currents and
waves interact, and they also monitor shipwrecks to learn
about history. Oceanography is important for
understanding how pollution affects marine life and how
we can protect our waterways for future generations.

Compound Words Breakdown Definition
underwater under+ water | Beneath the surface of the water.
shipwreck ship + wreck The remains of ships that have

sunk or been destroyed.

Channels or routes where water

waterways water + ways .
y y flows, such as rivers and canals.
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