
Name Date

Affix and Root

a

An affix is a part of a word added to the beginning (prefix) or 
end (suffix) of a root word to modify its meaning.  
Prefixes can change a word’s meaning and suffixes can 
change a word‘s part of speech. Both prefixes and suffixes 
together can alter the meaning of a word. When 
encountering an unfamiliar word, you can break it down into 
its prefix, root, and suffix to infer its meaning.

taking care to manage the land properly and avoid issues like 

1. Break down the words and infer their meanings.

Word Prefix Root Suffix

disagreement

reorganization

misinterpretation

unbelievable

preparation

2. Choose three words from the list and make new 
sentences to demonstrate your understanding.
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Name Date

Affix and Root – Answer Key

a

An affix is a part of a word added to the beginning (prefix) or 
end (suffix) of a root word to modify its meaning.  
Prefixes can change a word’s meaning and suffixes can 
change a word‘s part of speech. Both prefixes and suffixes 
together can alter the meaning of a word. When 
encountering an unfamiliar word, you can break it down into 
its prefix, root, and suffix to infer its meaning.

1. Break down the words and infer their meanings.

Word Prefix Root Suffix

disagreement dis- agree -ment

reorganization re- organize -ation

misinterpretation mis- interpret -ation

unbelievable un- believe -able

preparation pre- pare -ation

2. Choose three words from the list and make new 
sentences to demonstrate your understanding.
Disagreement:

to watch on TV, but they resolved it quickly.

Unbelievable:
that the audience was left speechless.

Preparation: The team spent hours in preparation for the big

game, practicing and strategizing.

The magician’s tricks were so unbelievable

The siblings had a disagreement about what
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