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Use Participles

A participle is a verb form that can be used as an adjective
or adverb. Adding participles to your story makes the writing
more vivid and descriptive. If the noun does the action —
use present participle. If the noun receives the action — use
past participle.

Example:

Basic: The boy climbed the tree.

Expanded: The boy, smiling proudly, climbed the tree.

Read the story below. Rewrite it by adding participles in the
blanks. Use the verb in parentheses.

It was early morning when the rescue team started their
journey into the mountains. The hikers, (lose) on

the trail, had sent a message for help.

The team carried their packs, (fill) with ropes and
supplies, and began the climb. The wind, (blow)
across the rocks, made the path slippery.

At the top of the ridge, they saw a small campfire, (burn)
slowly. Nearby, two hikers sat close together,

(shake) from the cold.

One rescuer, (hold) a flashlight, called out their
names. The hikers, (hear) the voices, stood up
quickly.

Soon the team led them down the mountain, (guide)
carefully by the ropes. At last, everyone reached
the base, (relieve) and safe.
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Use Participles — Answer Key

A participle is a verb form that can be used as an adjective
or adverb. Adding participles to your story makes the writing
more vivid and descriptive. If the noun does the action —
use present participle. If the noun receives the action — use
past participle.

Example:

Basic: The boy climbed the tree.

Expanded: The boy, smiling proudly, climbed the tree.

Read the story below. Rewrite it by adding participles in the
blanks. Use the verb in parentheses.

It was early morning when the rescue team started their
journey into the mountains. The hikers, (lose) lost__on

the trail, had sent a message for help.

The team carried their packs, (fill) __filled _ with ropes and
supplies, and began the climb. The wind, (blow) _blowing
across the rocks, made the path slippery.

At the top of the ridge, they saw a small campfire, (burn)
burning slowly. Nearby, two hikers sat close together,
(shake) __shaking from the cold.

One rescuer, (hold) __holding a flashlight, called out their
names. The hikers, (hear) __hearing_the voices, stood up

quickly.
Soon the team led them down the mountain, (guide)

the base, (relieve) __relieved and safe.



