
Name Date

Elaborate on Ideas and Details

a

To elaborate means to develop further or tell more about 
something. Good writers elaborate on ideas and details to 
make their writing clearer and more interesting. As you write, 
think about the questions your reader might have, and how 
you can answer those questions by elaborating more.

W
RI

TI
N

G
 T

RA
IT

S 
W

O
RK

SH
EE

T

1. Read Alex’s letter. Then think of three questions you 
could ask to help Alex add more details.

Hi there!
I’ve been very busy lately. At school, my classes are full 
of interesting things. After school, I do activities that I 
enjoy. I like weekends the most. My friends are really 
fun to be with. One of them always makes me laugh.
What about you?

Your friend,
Alex

2. Write back to Alex. Use your questions to elaborate your 
ideas with details. The answer varies.

Hi Alex,
I’ve been busy since I last wrote to you. 



Name Date

Elaborate on Ideas and Details – Answer Key

a

To elaborate means to develop further or tell more about 
something. Good writers elaborate on ideas and details to 
make their writing clearer and more interesting. As you write, 
think about the questions your reader might have, and how 
you can answer those questions by elaborating more.
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1. Read Alex’s letter. Then think of three questions you 

could ask to help Alex add more details.

Hi there!
I’ve been very busy lately. At school, my classes are full 
of interesting things. After school, I do activities that I 
enjoy. I like weekends the most. My friends are really 
fun to be with. One of them always makes me laugh.
What about you?

Your friend,
Alex

2. Write back to Alex. Use your questions to elaborate your 

ideas with details. The answer varies.

Hi Alex,
I’ve been busy since I last wrote to you. At school, I have 

been working on a science project about plants, and it 

takes a lot of time. After school, I enjoy drawing and 

riding my bike with my friends. On weekends, we 

sometimes go to the park or watch movies together. 

One of my friends always tells the funniest jokes, which 

makes me laugh a lot.


