
Name Date

Choose the Way to Organize

a

The best way to organize your writing depends on your topic
and purpose. Before you start writing, think about which type 

of organization will help your ideas make sense.
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Read each writing assignment. Which type of organization 
would you use to write the paragraph? Write it on the line. 

Types of Organization Details

Spatial organizes details by location or space.

Chronological organizes events in time order.

Compare-Contrast shows similarities and differences.

Persuasive gives reasons to convince the reader.

Cause-Effect explains reasons and the results.

1. Write a paragraph comparing daily life in the early civilizations 

of Mesopotamia and Egypt. Describe the ways in which they 

were similar and different.

Organization Type: __________________________________________

2. Write a paragraph explaining the reasons you believe your 

school should have an honor code.

Organization Type: __________________________________________

3. Write a paragraph describing how earthquakes are caused by 

the movement of large plates beneath the Earth’s surface.

Organization Type: __________________________________________

4. Write a paragraph describing the life of a famous historical 

figure you admire. Explain the events that led to his or her 

success.

Organization Type: __________________________________________
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Choose the Way to Organize – Answer Key

a

The best way to organize your writing depends on your topic
and purpose. Before you start writing, think about which type 

of organization will help your ideas make sense.
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Read each writing assignment. Which type of organization 
would you use to write the paragraph? Write it on the line. 

Types of Organization Details

Spatial organizes details by location or space.

Chronological organizes events in time order.

Compare-Contrast shows similarities and differences.

Persuasive gives reasons to convince the reader.

Cause-Effect explains reasons and the results.

1. Write a paragraph comparing daily life in the early civilizations 

of Mesopotamia and Egypt. Describe the ways in which they 

were similar and different.

Organization Type: __________________________________________

2. Write a paragraph explaining the reasons you believe your 

school should have an honor code.

Organization Type: __________________________________________

3. Write a paragraph describing how earthquakes are caused by 

the movement of large plates beneath the Earth’s surface.

Organization Type: __________________________________________

4. Write a paragraph describing the life of a famous historical 

figure you admire. Explain the events that led to his or her 

success.

Organization Type: __________________________________________
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