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Conventions: Avoid Double Negative 

a

The words no, not, never, nothing are negative words. When 
two negatives are used in the same sentence, it is called a 
double negative. A double negative is incorrect because it 
confuses the meaning. 
Example:

I don’t have no homework.
I don’t have any homework.
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Underline two double negative sentences in each one, then 
fix them below.
Paragraph 1

The Book of Kells is about 1,200 years old. It is decorated with 

colorful illustrations and detailed designs. The monks made it all 

by hand because there weren’t no printing presses back then. It’s 

almost unbelievable that such a fragile book has survived 

through wars and centuries of change. Honestly, there’s no way 

nobody could look at it without being amazed.

Paragraph 2

Last summer, my family went camping in the mountains. It was 

amazing! We hiked during the day and roasted marshmallows at 

night. The stars were so bright, and there was almost no noise at 

all. I felt so peaceful. But one night, I couldn’t hardly sleep 

because an owl kept hooting near our tent. Even though I was 

tired the next day, I wouldn’t never forget that trip.



Name Date

Conventions: Avoid Double Negative – Answer Key 

a

The words no, not, never, nothing are negative words. When 
two negatives are used in the same sentence, it is called a 
double negative. A double negative is incorrect because it 
confuses the meaning. 
Example:

I don’t have no homework.
I don’t have any homework.
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Underline two double negative sentences in each one, then 
fix them below.
Paragraph 1

The Book of Kells is about 1,200 years old. It is decorated with 

colorful illustrations and detailed designs. The monks made it all 

by hand because there weren’t no printing presses back then. It’s 

almost unbelievable that such a fragile book has survived 

through wars and centuries of change. Honestly, there’s no way 

nobody could look at it without being amazed.

Paragraph 2

Last summer, my family went camping in the mountains. It was 

amazing! We hiked during the day and roasted marshmallows at 

night. The stars were so bright, and there was almost no noise at 

all. I felt so peaceful. But one night, I couldn’t hardly sleep 

because an owl kept hooting near our tent. Even though I was 

tired the next day, I wouldn’t never forget that trip.

I could hardly sleep 

I would never forget that trip.

anyone could look at it without being amazed.

there’s no way

there weren’t no printing presses back then.


