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Infer Complex Themes and Author’s Intentions

Read the excerpts below and complete the table for 
each based on text clues.
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Excerpt A: Seth peered nervously into the shadows of the 
abandoned castle, gripping the flashlight tightly. His best 
friend Mia whispered, “Do you think this is the place the 
professor warned us about?”
Excerpt B: Ella packed her bag hurriedly, her heart racing. 
She had one last chance to convince the mayor to save the 
old park before it was turned into a shopping plaza. 
Everyone in town had told her it was hopeless—no one 
listens to kids—but Ella refused to give up.

Infer and Predict teaches readers to use clues to uncover 
hidden meanings, predict future events, and connect ideas 
across texts to find common themes. It helps students infer 
complex ideas, understand author intentions, and support 
their thinking with evidence, improving critical reading skills.

Prediction Connection Shared Theme

A

B



Name Date

Infer Complex Themes and Author’s Intentions – Answer Key

Read the excerpts below and complete the table for 
each based on text clues.
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Excerpt A: Seth peered nervously into the shadows of the 
abandoned castle, gripping the flashlight tightly. His best 
friend Mia whispered, “Do you think this is the place the 
professor warned us about?”
Excerpt B: Ella packed her bag hurriedly, her heart racing. 
She had one last chance to convince the mayor to save the 
old park before it was turned into a shopping plaza. 
Everyone in town had told her it was hopeless—no one 
listens to kids—but Ella refused to give up.

Infer and Predict teaches readers to use clues to uncover 
hidden meanings, predict future events, and connect ideas 
across texts to find common themes. It helps students infer 
complex ideas, understand author intentions, and support 
their thinking with evidence, improving critical reading skills.

Prediction Connection Shared Theme

A

Seth and Mia 
will face a 
castle 
challenge.

Seth and Ella face 
uncertain situations 
requiring courage.

Overcoming 
fear and 
standing firm.

B
Ella will 
make her 
voice heard.

Ella and Seth refuse 
to back down from 
important 
challenges.

Persistence in 
hard 
situations.


