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Author’s Purposes in Diverse Texts

The author's purpose is the reason behind why they wrote
the text—whether it is to inform, persuade, entertain, or
express emotions. Identifying the purpose helps readers
better understand the author's intentions, the overall
message, and how the text is meant to be interpreted.

Read the paragraph below and answer the questions
to analyze the conflicting purposes.

Paragraph:

Video games can improve skills like hand-eye coordination
and teamwork. However, some argue that gaming addiction
harms mental health and reduces physical activity. Studies
also link excessive gaming to poor school performance.
While video games have benefits, moderation is key.

1. What are the conflicting purposes in this paragraph?

2. Does the author favor one side or inform about both?

3. How could the author make their purpose clearer?
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Author’s Purposes in Diverse Texts — Answer Key

The author's purpose is the reason behind why they wrote
the text—whether it is to inform, persuade, entertain, or
express emotions. Identifying the purpose helps readers
better understand the author's intentions, the overall
message, and how the text is meant to be interpreted.

Read the paragraph below and answer the questions
to analyze the conflicting purposes.

Paragraph:

Video games can improve skills like hand-eye coordination
and teamwork. However, some argue that gaming addiction
harms mental health and reduces physical activity. Studies
also link excessive gaming to poor school performance.
While video games have benefits, moderation is key.

1. What are the conflicting purposes in this paragraph?

Conflicting Purposes: To highlight both the benefits and
risks of video games.

2. Does the author favor one side or inform about both?

The author provides a balanced view without strongly
favoring one side.

3. How could the author make their purpose clearer?

The author could add more examples or evidence to
emphasize either the benefits or the risks.




