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Interpret Story Elements

Read the story summaries and answer questions 
about their themes and approaches.
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The author's purpose is the reason behind why they wrote 
the text—whether it is to inform, persuade, entertain, or 
express emotions. Identifying the purpose helps readers 
better understand the author's intentions, the overall 
message, and how the text is meant to be interpreted.

Story A:
A young girl navigates a dangerous forest to bring medicine 
to her sick grandmother. She faces harsh weather and wild 
animals but succeeds through her courage.  
Story B:  
A group of friends gets lost on a hiking trip. They work 
together to overcome heavy rain, hunger, and fear. Through 
teamwork, they find their way back and grow closer.  

1. What is the shared theme in both stories?  

2. How does the setting (forest, hiking trip) add to the 
challenges?  

3. How do the characters’ actions (courage in Story A, 
teamwork in Story B) show different ways to get the theme?  
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Interpret Story Elements – Answer Key

Read the story summaries and answer questions 
about their themes and approaches.
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The author's purpose is the reason behind why they wrote 
the text—whether it is to inform, persuade, entertain, or 
express emotions. Identifying the purpose helps readers 
better understand the author's intentions, the overall 
message, and how the text is meant to be interpreted.

Story A:
A young girl navigates a dangerous forest to bring medicine 
to her sick grandmother. She faces harsh weather and wild 
animals but succeeds through her courage.  
Story B:  
A group of friends gets lost on a hiking trip. They work 
together to overcome heavy rain, hunger, and fear. Through 
teamwork, they find their way back and grow closer.  

1. What is the shared theme in both stories?  
Shared Theme: Facing challenges leads to personal 
growth.  

2. How does the setting (forest, hiking trip) add to the 
challenges?  
The settings create obstacles that test resilience and 
teamwork.  

3. How do the characters’ actions (courage in Story A, 
teamwork in Story B) show different ways to get the theme?  
In Story A, bravery drives the character’s success, while 
teamwork helps the group in Story B.  


