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Nonlinear Sequences

Nonlinear Sequences tell a story out of order, using
flashbacks or time jumps to reveal important details. This
structure makes a story more engaging and shows how past

events impact the present.

Read the excerpt and complete the timeline, then
answer questions about the flashback's impact.

The story begins with Dina opening her bakery, overwhelmed
with customers. A flashback shows her struggles during
baking school, where she burned loaf after loaf. Back in the
present, Dina serves her first customer with pride. Another
flashback reveals the years she spent saving money to open

the bakery.

Order in the Story

Chronological Order of Events

Dina opens her bakery

Flashback to baking school.

Dina serves her first customer.

How do the flashbacks deepen the reader’s understanding

" of Dina’s journey?

What effect does starting the story with Dina’s success

" have on the reader?
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Nonlinear Sequences — Answer Key

Nonlinear Sequences tell a story out of order, using
flashbacks or time jumps to reveal important details. This
structure makes a story more engaging and shows how past
events impact the present.

Read the excerpt and complete the timeline, then
answer questions about the flashback's impact.

The story begins with Dina opening her bakery, overwhelmed
with customers. A flashback shows her struggles during
baking school, where she burned loaf after loaf. Back in the
present, Dina serves her first customer with pride. Another
flashback reveals the years she spent saving money to open
the bakery.

Order in the Story Chronological Order of Events
Dina opens her bakery Dina struggles in baking
school.
Flashback to baking school. Dina saves money to buy the
bakery.

Dina opens the bakery and

Dina serves her first customer.
serves customers.

How do the flashbacks deepen the reader’s understanding
" of Dina’s journey?
Show Dina’s struggles and hard work, making her success
more meaningful.
What effect does starting the story with Dina’s success
" have on the reader?
Creates curiosity about how Dina overcame challenges,
engaging the reader.




