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Evaluate Main Ideas and Synthesize Details

Read the passage and use the chart below to 
summarize the main idea and key details:
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Main Ideas and Details help readers understand the main 
point of a text. The main idea is the overall message, 
while details are specific facts or examples that support it.

The North Pole has been a challenging yet captivating 
destination for explorers. Despite freezing temperatures and 
harsh conditions, people have used innovative methods to 
reach it. In 1926, Richard Byrd claimed to arrive by plane, 
followed days later by an international team in a dirigible. In 
1958, the USS Nautilus submarine traveled there underwater. 
In 1986, Ann Bancroft became the first woman to reach the 
North Pole, marking an important milestone in history.

Details

1926:

1958:

1986:

Main Idea
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Evaluate Main Ideas and Synthesize Details – Answer Key

Read the passage and use the chart below to 
summarize the main idea and key details:
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Main Ideas and Details help readers understand the main 
point of a text. The main idea is the overall message, 
while details are specific facts or examples that support it.

The North Pole has been a challenging yet captivating 
destination for explorers. Despite freezing temperatures and 
harsh conditions, people have used innovative methods to 
reach it. In 1926, Richard Byrd claimed to arrive by plane, 
followed days later by an international team in a dirigible. In 
1958, the USS Nautilus submarine traveled there underwater. 
In 1986, Ann Bancroft became the first woman to reach the 
North Pole, marking an important milestone in history.

Details

1926: Richard Byrd claimed to reach the North Pole by air.

1958: the USS Nautilus submarine reached it underwater.

1986: Ann became the first woman to reach the North 
Pole.

Main Idea

The North Pole has been explored in many ways despite 
harsh conditions.


