
Name Date

x`

Genre and Style

Read the narrative biography excerpt and analyze how 
it blends genres.
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Cross-Genre Texts blend storytelling with informational 
writing, like using vivid imagery and emotion in a narrative 
biography. This makes the text engaging while helping 
readers understand facts and connect emotionally.

Excerpt:
As the ship sailed into the storm, young Amelia felt both 
excitement and fear. She gripped the edge of the railing, her 
mind racing with thoughts of what lay ahead. Years later, 
Amelia would become the first woman to fly solo across the 
Atlantic, but at this moment, she was simply a curious child, 
gazing into the unknown.  

1. Is this text fiction or nonfiction? How do you know?  

2. What elements make the biography feel more like a story?  

3. Why does the author use storytelling techniques in a 
biography?  

4. How does blending genres affect the reader’s 
understanding of Amelia’s achievements?  
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Genre and Style – Answer Key

Read the narrative biography excerpt and analyze how 
it blends genres.
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Cross-Genre Texts blend storytelling with informational 
writing, like using vivid imagery and emotion in a narrative 
biography. This makes the text engaging while helping 
readers understand facts and connect emotionally.

Excerpt:
As the ship sailed into the storm, young Amelia felt both 
excitement and fear. She gripped the edge of the railing, her 
mind racing with thoughts of what lay ahead. Years later, 
Amelia would become the first woman to fly solo across the 
Atlantic, but at this moment, she was simply a curious child, 
gazing into the unknown.  

1. Is this text fiction or nonfiction? How do you know?  
Nonfiction (biography), but storytelling elements make it 
feel like fiction.  

2. What elements make the biography feel more like a story?  
Imagery (“gripped the edge of the railing”) and emotional 
language (“excitement and fear”) create a narrative feel.  

3. Why does the author use storytelling techniques in a 
biography?  
Storytelling engages readers by helping them visualize 
Amelia’s experiences as a real person.

4. How does blending genres affect the reader’s 
understanding of Amelia’s achievements?  
It allows readers to emotionally connect with Amelia’s 
journey while learning factual details.


