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Function of Words in Sentences
Words in sentences have specific roles: nouns name and act 
as subjects or objects; pronouns replace nouns; verbs show 
actions or states; adjectives describe nouns; adverbs modify 
verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs; conjunctions connect 
ideas; and prepositions show relationships.

Read each sentence carefully. Identify the highlighted 
word and choose its grammatical function.
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1. While exploring the cave, the hikers discovered glittering 
crystals lining the walls. What is the function of the 
noun "crystals"?

A. Subject C. Predicate

B. Object D. Preposition

2. After breakfast, we walked through the park and admired 
the flowers by the lake. What type of relationship does the 
preposition "through" indicate?

A. Location C. Action

B. Time D. Cause

3. The enormous whale submerged gracefully into the ocean. 
What does the adjective "enormous" describe in the 
sentence?

A. Noun “whale" C. Pronoun “it"

B. Noun “ocean" D. Verb “submerged"



Name Date

Function of Words in Sentences – Answer Key

Words in sentences have specific roles: nouns name and act 
as subjects or objects; pronouns replace nouns; verbs show 
actions or states; adjectives describe nouns; adverbs modify 
verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs; conjunctions connect 
ideas; and prepositions show relationships.

Read each sentence carefully. Identify the highlighted 
word and choose its grammatical function.
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1. While exploring the cave, the hikers discovered glittering 
crystals lining the walls. What is the function of the 
noun "crystals"?

A. Subject C. Predicate

B. Object D. Preposition

2. After breakfast, we walked through the park and admired 
the flowers by the lake. What type of relationship does the 
preposition "through" indicate?

A. Location C. Action

B. Time D. Cause

3. The enormous whale submerged gracefully into the ocean. 
What does the adjective "enormous" describe in the 
sentence?

A. Noun “whale" C. Pronoun “it"

B. Noun “ocean" D. Verb “submerged"


