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Denotations and Connotations

Definition

Denotation is a word's literal, dictionary definition.
Connotation refers to the emotional associations or implied
meanings that accompany a word beyond its literal definition.
Example

Word Pair D?gg’;ﬁtei;)n Connotation (Different)
slim/skinny thin positive/negative
Ch”dc;iii;ﬁ/(:h” rese(r:Tplli)Igng a innocent/immature
nouse/home  Adweling - neutralwarm,
che%Ji/Ceaﬁono inexpensive poor q\l;I:lIlthg/gOOd

Part 1: Multiple Choice Questions

For each pair of words, select the option that best describes
how the connotations differ while the denotations remain
similar.

1. When describing the movement of Niagara Falls:

a) "Retreat" suggests defeat, while "recession" is more scientifically
neutral.

b) "Retreat" is more scientific, while "recession” implies economic
downturn.

c) "Retreat" and "recession" have identical connotations in geological
contexts.

d) "Retreat" suggests natural movement, while "recession" implies
human interference.
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2. When describing the rock beneath Niagara Falls:

a) "Fragile" suggests vulnerability requiring protection, while
"'weak" implies deficiency.

b) "Fragile" and "weak" have identical connotations in
geological contexts.

c) "Fragile" is more scientific, while "weak" is more emotional.
d) "Fragile" implies unnatural conditions, while "weak"
suggests natural geological processes.

3. When describing water flowing over Niagara Falls:

a) "Cascading" suggests graceful movement, while "plunging"
emphasizes forceful downward motion.

b) "Cascading" and "plunging" have identical connotations in
hydrological contexts.

c) "Cascading" is more scientific, while "plunging" is less
accurate.

d) "Cascading" suggests human-made processes, while
"plunging” implies natural phenomena.

4. When describing changes to Niagara Falls:

a) "Transformation" suggests improvement, while "alteration”
is more neutral.

b) "Transformation" implies complete change, while
"alteration” suggests modification.

c) "Transformation" and "alteration" have identical
connotations in geological contexts.

d) "Transformation" suggests slow change, while "alteration”
implies rapid change.
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Part 2: Fill in the Blank
For each question, write a word with the appropriate
connotation for the context of Niagara Falls recession.

1. The of Niagara Falls has been measured
scientifically since the 1800s.

(Choose a word with a neutral, scientific connotation meaning
"moving backward")

2. Without engineering interventions, the falls would

at a rate of approximately 1-3 meters per year.
(Choose a word with a connotation suggesting natural,
inevitable movement)

3. The rock layers underneath the more
resistant dolomite cap contribute to the recession process.
(Choose a word with a connotation suggesting natural
susceptibility, not defectiveness)

4. Engineers have implemented measures to
the erosion rate, extending the falls' lifespan.
(Choose a word with a connotation suggesting responsible
stewardship, not complete control)

5. The beauty of Niagara Falls attracts
millions of tourists despite its geological instability.
(Choose a word with a positive connotation emphasizing
impressive natural quality)
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Denotations and Connotations — Answer Key

Part 1: Multiple Choice Questions

1. a) "Retreat" suggests defeat, while "recession" is more
scientifically neutral.

2. a) "Fragile" suggests vulnerability requiring protection,
while "weak" implies deficiency.

3. a) "Cascading" suggests graceful movement, while
"plunging” emphasizes forceful downward motion.

4. b) "Transformation" implies complete change, while
"alteration” suggests modification.

Part 2: Fill in the Blank

1. recession/retreat/withdrawal (neutral, scientific terms)
2. erode/recede/migrate (natural movement terms)

3. softer/vulnerable/erodible (suggesting natural
susceptibility)

4. manage/regulate/slow (suggesting responsible
stewardship)

5. magnificent/breathtaking/majestic/spectacular (positive
terms 6. emphasizing impressive qualities)



